This book is well edited and presented, which makes reading it quite straightforward, even while taking on at times some complex issues. It explores the dilemmas raised in a format that is divided into four parts, each part containing a selection of essays relevant to that section's title. Each contributor explores his title usually in isolation but occasionally with response to a previous author. Each essay is extraordinarily well referenced, which gives the reader ample opportunity to further explore the subject matter if inclined to do so. The majority of pertinent ethical dilemmas are addressed in the first two sections where the issues around end of life decision making, family responsibility, and cultural diversity are explored. These sections are the most relevant to our readership but are often framed within the context of an American society, which at times seem quite divorced from our own. The last two sections focus more on the development of policies and the associated politics relevant to the older generation which, it is proposed, will ultimately impact on the security of their future. As this is an American book, these two parts therefore deal with aspects of political and social projection which are not so relevant or interesting to an UK audience. Unless one has a particular interest in American Health Care Policy for the older adult, I would not recommend investing in this book but certainly some of the ethical essays are well written and more relevant to our population, so it may be a volume to borrow from the library for that purpose. KAREN Barusch writes with two different 'voices' for two different audiences. First, she writes for academic gerontologists who have an interest in the study of late relationships. Second, she writes for elders who desire to gain insight into romantic and sexual relationships in later life. She hopes that this audience will gain strength and insight by reading her book.
First, as an academic gerontologist, I was disappointed in the lack of the author's effort to link her visionary findings to current gerontological theory. Important theoretical implications exist for the author's findings. However, getting students to link her findings to theory will be an excellent classroom assignment.
Academically, new and profound insights are offered.
Second, as a person subjected to the ageing process, the book is delightful, hopeful and inspiring.
It is rare for an author to successfully address two such diverse audiences. I encourage both academic and public libraries to adopt this fine work. 
